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MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE MAYOR

Let me take this opportunity once again and greet all residents of Alfred Nzo District
Municipality and readers beyond our borders, as we take stock of progress that has been
made in the first quarter of the 2014/15 financial year.
Significant progress has been made in bringing basic services to our communities in the
past 2013/2014 financial year, as we tabled the 2014/2015 programme of action, we
have taken into consideration a number of service delivery backlogs that have not been
addressed in the previous financial years, as part of our concerted efforts to speed up
provision of basic services to our communities.
We have put in place various programmes that are aimed at addressing water and sanitation backlogs in the
district. Let me take opportunity through this platform to invite members of the community and stakeholders to
work with the municipality as we implement various planned programmes for the current financial year.
In a recent local government summit convened by President Jacob Zuma, he emphasised that we must go back
to the basics in the real sense, we must commit to ensuring that as municipalities we are able to provide basic
services like water, electricity,street lighting, refuse removals, repairing of potholes, dealing with the frustrating
interruption of services and billing problems affecting households.
The President indicated that going back to the basics means a recommitment to provide these services in a
professional and caring manner which recognises each resident as a valuable client. As we respond to the
Presidentfils call of going back to the basics therefore as the district; we will actively interact with the community
and promote ongoing two way communication in every community utilising various platforms.
As we move ahead with the implementation of the current programme of action, we will ensure that all
programmes which are implemented are clearly communicated and reported to our communities, through
platforms like the municipal publications, community outreaches and media platforms.
The municipality will continue to fast-tack the provision of services in the 2014/2015 financial year and will be
implemented as part of the multi-year projects as identified in the lOP/Budget for the current financial year.
Service delivery and the eradication of infrastructure backlogs remain a serious concern to us as the district
municipality and let me once again reiterate that we are committed to ensuring that we work together to
overcome the legacy of the past and ensure that we uplift the living conditions of our people.
The recently held COP17 summit in Korea has thrown a challenge to us municipalities across the globe to speed
up the provision of basic services to our communities and infrastructure development as we continue with such
developments letfils also be mindful of the environmental impact and also explore various renewable energy
programmes. The protection of environmental should be viewed and implemented as public private partnership
which should be purely based on using various methodologies to preserve our environment for future
generations to come.
We wish the class of 2014 matric all the best in their exams, work hard and hoist our flag high. As we move into
the festive season we will be intensifying various programmes as part of the 16 Da ys of Activism and we therefor
call upon our social partners to join us to fight gender based violence in our society.

CLLR. E.N. DIKO
EXECUTIVE Mayor
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COUNCIL MESSAGE FROM THE SPEAKER

Let me take this opportunity and once again welcome all the readers of the
Alfred Nzo News to this edition, which forms part of our public participation
platforms. As the Council, we are still working hard to address some of the
challenges that have been raised by communities over the past financial year
and many of them are contained on the Council programme of action that was
tabled during the Open Council Day.
In this year we have put in place clear plans to address some of the issues that
have been raised during the interaction we had with MEC for Cooperative Governance and Traditional affairs
and we made commitments both politically and administratively to work tirelessly to improve our audit
outcomes.
We recently attended the Presidential Local Government Summit convened by President Jacob Zuma and the
Minister for Cooperative Governance, they said we must go back to basics by cleaning the towns and making
sure that taps have running water through Community Works Programmes and Expanded Public Works
Programme.
The Municipal Demarcation Board processes in currently underway across the country and our district is also not
immune to the process and we will soon working with our local municipalities be rolling out a massive public
hearings and consultation processes in this regard and we therefore invite our communities to participate fully
during these engagements.
We have had a series of programmes that have been held as part of the womenrg)s month activities to honour the
role played by women in our struggle, whilst we also embarked on a number of programmes during the heritage
month to highlight our rich cultural diversity.
The Council of the Alfred Nzo District Municipality as part of the 0. R. Tambo month we signed a Memorandum
of Understating (M. 0. U.) with the City of Ekurhuleni and Lusaka aimed at work-ing together to celebrate the
life and time of O.R. Tambo and Alfred Nzo.
In partnership with the Eastern Cape House of Traditional Leaders, we successfully had land dispossession
memorial lecture delivered by Professor Somadoda Fikeni on the wars of land dispossession, whilst also
celebrating the reopening of land claims and the new Jaw passed on restitution of land over the next years
period, 2014-2019. The objective of the engagement is to empower and educate our communities about land
restitution.
We are also pleased as the Council with public participation approaches that we have hosted that include media
breakfast, talk to your Councillor Radio Programme as they were hosted to purely to communicate with our
communities and update them on the progress made so far in delivering basic services in the first quarter of the
2014 financial year and also highlight the challenges we are facing and find solution thereof together.
We further call upon our communities to participatefully on the outreaches for the Integrated Development Plan
and Budget process plan so it can be a meaningful and true reflection of peoples needs and aspirations.
We are also going to be embarking on a massive Moral Regeneration Movement (MRM) programme aimed at
ridding off social-ills like substance and alcohol abuse and many other challenges working with various private
and social partners.
Lastly, I would like to take this opportunity to wish well and say good luck to all the class of 2014 matric.

CLLR. S. SELLO
SPEAKER OF THE COUNCIL
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ALFRED NZO'S LIFE AND TIMES COMMEMORATED

Hundreds descended to Mount Ayliff to celebrate the life and times of the
African National Congress (ANC) struggle stalwart Alfred Baphethuxolo
Nzo during this memorial lecture.
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The district municipality is named after the icon and it conducts a series
of annual programmes to honour and pay homage to the icon in an
attempt to preserve the role he played in the liberation movement.
This year's memorial lecture was delivered by the ANC Treasurer General,
Dr. Zweli Mkhize where he reflected on the character and role Nzo played
in bringing the democracy we enjoy today.

Above: Dr. Zweli Mkhize, ANC Treasurer General
delivering the sixth A/fred Nzo memorial
lecture in Mount Ayliff.

Dr. Mkhize highlighted during the lecture that Nzo was a respected figure
within the movement, who also had extraordinar y leadership qualities
and he served as the longest ANC Secretary General from 1969 until 1991
under Oliver Tambo's presidency.
During his tenure as the secretary general, Nzo was sent to various
countries including Egypt, India, Zambia, Norway, Tanzania to mention a
few and also presented on behalf of the ANC to the United Nations
Assembly in New York.
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Together with Oliver Tambo and many other struggle icons, Nzo acted as
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incarcerated in Robben Island and in many other prisons.
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Once the ban on the ANC was lifted and Nelson Mandela was released from prison in 1990, Nzo returned to South
Africa.
Alfred Nzo was appointed by former President Nelson Mandela as the
democratically elected government in 1994.

first
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Nzo has received the "Order of Friendship Among People, Praesidium of the Union of the Soviet Socialist Republic's
Supreme Soviet" in 1985 and also bestowed in 2003, with the,The Order of Luthuli' by former President Thabo
Mbeki.
Dr. Mkhize said the ANC appreciates the fact that the people of Alfred Nzo and Eastern Cape have decided to honour
this hero of our struggle by naming this municipality in his memory.
"It is indeed a singular honour today to deliver a lecture in the name of the ANC, the organisation he served for many
decades, braving police harassment, detention until he went into exile" said Mkhize.
The memorial lecture was attended by national, provincial and regional leadership and Nzo family.
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ALFRED NZO LAUNCHES GRADUATE EMPOWERMENT
PROGRAMME
In an effort to increase skills development, work exposure for graduates and reduce levels of unemployment the
Alfred Nzo District Municipality in partnership with Services SETA have recruited more than seventy (70) graduates
from across the district.
The programme has provided an opportunity for young graduates to be exposed to a working environment and it
also increases their competitiveness in the job market.
These young and
energetic graduates are
placed in municipalities
and sector departments
across the dist rict to gain
work experience in their
field of expertise and
they warmly wel-comed
the oppor-tunity to
participate in this
progressive programme
towards skills
development.

Above: Seventy graduates who have been recruited through the Alfred Nzo and Services SETA
part-nership pictured during their welcoming ceremony he ld in Mount Ayliff

Yolanda Makhwenkwe
from Ndakeni village in
Ntabankulu could not
hide her excitement and
she indicated that the

opportunity presented her with her first workplace time experience.
Yolanda is currently placed in the Ntabankulu Local Municipality and she is expecting
to learn a lot about local government and she appreciates the op-portunity that has been
provided to her by the municipality and Services SETA.
Meanwhile, Asanda Jakalase from Mzamba village in Mbizana said
she has already a lot from the experience from the Mbizana Chief
Whip's Office and she is motivated to further her st udies.
Bonga Makinana from Cedarville indicated that he is grateful to be
part of the internship and he will utilize the opportunity to
contribute to the municipalities mandate.
Meanwhile, Lwazi Matatela from Lubhacweni village in
Mount Frere is excited and very happy for the opportunity,
he has gained valuable understanding of the local government
communications system so far working with special groupings
within society.
The graduates have been placed in various government institutions
across the district with seventeen in Ntabankulu Local Municipality,
seven in Mbizana Local Municipality, six in Umzimvubu Local Municipality, eight in Matatiele Local Municipality,
seven in the Department of Roads and Public Works, ten in the Department of Transport, seven in the Department
of Social Development and seven placed in the Alfred Nzo District Municipality.
Above: Seventy graduates who have been recruited through the Alfred Nzo and Services SETA part-nership pictured
during their welcoming ceremony held in Mount Ayliff
Lwazi Makinana
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ALFRED NZO WRITERS SHINE IN THE WORD FEST
Well known author Jeffrey Jonga Sankqela and up-coming author Thabo
Mhlongo Jed the Alfred Nzo delegation to the annual National Arts
Festival held in Grahamstown in July this year.
The duo joined other writers, poets, authors and praise singers
participating in the Word Fest which has been introduced by the
Department of Sports, Recreation, Arts and Culture aimed at profiling and
paying homage to these artists.
Sankqela and Mhlongo launched their new books Umntu Akalahlwa and
Ulwamvila Lwempindezelo respectively during the Word Fest held at
Rhodes University in Grahamstown.
Mhlongo's book, Ulwamvila Lwempindezelo is published by Shutter and
Shooters in Pietermaritzburg and the book is his first and it is earmarked
to be used in schools. The Word Fest is annually held on the sideline of the
prestigious National Arts Festival and its purpose is to profile and
encourage authors and praise singers within the province of the Eastern
Cape.
Meanwhile, Sankqela's Umntu Akalahlwa is his seventh book and it joins
his collection of books that are currently being used in schools. Authors
and praise singers marched on the streets of Grahamstown to highlight
their talent and encourage the broader community to explore various art
forms that were showcased.

Above : Thabo Mhlongo launching his book
Ulwamvila Lwempindezelo during the
Word Fest in Grahamstown

The Alfred Nzo duo was joined by other upcoming authors like Vuyokazi
Landa who hails from Brooksnek village in Mount Ayliff who appreciated
the opportunity to showcase her new book called Layers of Life during the
Word Fest.
MEC of Department of Sports, Recreation, Arts and Culture Pemmy
Majodina during her address appreciated the work and efforts that are
done by authors and praise singers.
Majodina called upon authors to use their writing skills to profile the
history of the province and its role in the libera-tion struggle. The Word
Fest celebrating 40 years of its existence and the festivities during the
festival also looked back at progress that has been made over the past 20
years of democracy.

Above: Thabo Mhlongo, Legendary Author and
L
ecturer -Prof Khwethana and Jonga Sankqe/a
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ALFRED NZO DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY LENDS A HELPING HAND

Above: Alfred Nzo District Municipality Councillors handing over gardening
equipment to Sibi community

Alfred Nzo District Municipality Speaker CJJr
Sandile SelJa accompanied by Members of
Mayoral Committee CJJr. Beauty Maningi, CJJr.
Mandlenkosi Gqola, CounciJJors from Matatiele
Local Municipality handed over gardening
equipment to more than (80) eighty elders at
Sibi viJJage in Matatiele. The gardening tools
handed to the community included
wheelbarrows, seedlings, spades and fertiliser.
The handover is part of a series of programmes
that are conducted by the district municipality to
support community socio-economic
initiatives that are aimed at addressing poverty.
Meanwhile, the delegation also handed over
shawls and flasks to elderly members of the
viJJage as part of the winter warmth campaign.

Elders were happy to receive the equipment and products they also urged the municipality to do more
programme of this nature in other communities as weJJ. CJJr Sandile SelJa who is the Speaker of the Alfred Nzo
Council addressing the community on the day indicated that as the municipality they are conducting the
programme in this community in honor of the late Chief Neo Sibi who comes from the area and who also served
in the district council.
Speaker SelJa said ,"We recently held an Open Council Day where aJJ communities from across the district were
here in this viJJage to honor the late leader and also brought government services and information to the
people".
Mama Sibi said "she is grateful to the fact that some of the initiative are being done in the area in honor of
her late son Chief Neo Sibi. "It clearly shows that I gave a birth to hero and a servant of the people as government
continues to conduct various programmes to honour my son said Mama Sibi.

SAPS Celebrates Casual Day
Casual day is a fundraising project for the National Council for Persons with Physical Disabilities in South Africa
(NCPPDSA). It helps NCPPDSA to fu/fiJJ its mandate towards the creation of a barrier free,fuJJy accessible and an
inclusive society for aJJ.
Members of South Africa Police Services (SAPS) in Mount Ayliff Jed by Brigadier Thanduxolo Ntsadu marked
Casual Day with a programme in their offices and they purchased their casual day stickers and had fun on the
day. Components prepared healthy meals to promote a healthy life style and different components won trophies
for preparing the tastiest healthy meals.
Awareness was raised among members to promote unity and to remove stigma associated with disability in the
workplace and in their respective communities. In his reply Phathisanani Mgwebi, a member Jiving with
disability, commended the organisation for being committed to advancing the rights of persons with disabilities.
Funds raised in this day were deposited to Casual day fund.
Meanwhile, women from Ntabankulu SAPS visited pupils at Mzalwaneni Junior Secondary School, the purpose of
the visit was part of the rural safety programme where elderly people should be identified in the community in
order to have continuous visit that are done as they mostly vulnerable to crime. Elderly people ranging from age
of 80 and above were happy to be recipients of gifts that were handed over to them on the day.
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The Mount Ayliff South African Police Services (SAPS)
Women's network in celebration of the women's
month in August visited the Mount Ayliff hospital
children's ward.
These women visited the ward to show love and
compassion to children and the outreach also forms
part of the police reaching out to communities and
building relations with the community.

Above: SAPS Mount Ayliff Women's Network with children at Mount
Ayliff Hospital

Police are not only crime fighter but are also
commu-nity builders. The Mount Ayliff Hospital
Manager Lumnkile Manakela welcomed the
delegation with open arms to the hospital and
expressed his appreciation to the group for visiting
and giving gifts to the children in the ward.

WOMEN'S MONTH CELEBRATED IN STYLE
Women from across the Alfred Nzo district came in numbers to Mbizana to commemorate the district women's
event, the day was put aside to pay homage to women who devoted their lives fighting for the rights of women
and broader society.
The women's month is celebrated annually in August in South Africa to remember and respect the role played by
women in bringing the democracy we enjoy today in South Africa.
During the event speakers emphasised that women are the rocks of the world and the world wouldnr81t be what
it is today if it wasn't for women. A woman builds and carries her family, she gives love and support to her
children, she is the pillar of strength for her husband,for as long as a woman lives, the world shall not perish.
Addressing the gathering, Speaker of the Mbizana Local Municipality,Cllr. Daniswa Mafum-batha indicated that
the month is primarily aimed at showing appreciation for women and also take stock on progress that has been
made in empowering them in various socio-economic fields. She further called upon women across the district
and the country to embrace the month and she also indicated that a dialogue must continue that is aimed at
finding long lasting programmes aimed addressing social ills that are affecting women. Meanwhile,the Mayor of
Mbizana Local Municipality,Cllr. Makhaya Twabu called upon women to lead various civil society formations that
are aimed at advancing the gains of the women of 1956. Mayor Twabu applauded progress that has been made
over the past 20 years of democracy in empowering women and he further called upon organs of the state,
private partners and civil society formations to work together to fight abuse of women.

l

Above: Hundreds attending the district women days event held in
Mbizana
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SHARING WATER WITH ANIMALS WILL BE A THING OF THE PAST

As part of bringing credible water services to communities, the Alfred Nzo District Munici pality handed over a
contractor to the community of Ward 13 in Mount Frere.
The construction of the multimillion rand Ward 13 project
has started in the ward and
much needed job opportunities
have been created for villagers
and more are still to be created
for community members in
Mhlutha, Hlane and Gubhuzi
villages.
The project is expected to
continue for a year and the first
phase of the project includes
the installation of bore holes
and reser voir across these
abovementioned villages.
A villager, Zimbini
Masang wana who is 24 years
old from Hlane village said
they used to travel more than
four (4) kilometres to fetch
wa-ter from nearby streams
but soon that will be a thing of
the past.
"! would be glad if the
municipality and constructors
can equip us as youth of this
area with skills so we could do
things on our own after this
project has been completed"
Masangwana.

Above: ANDM Officials, Ward Councillor of Ward 13 Cllr. Thembuyise Ndawo
and contractors during handover of the project to the community

Michael Magayiyana who is 24
years from Mhlutha said he is
very delighted about
development in his area and
the fact that they will be able
to out this project.

Meanwhile, two contractors have also been handed over the community by the Alf red N zo District Municipality
to do reticulation in the area and they are further ex pected to create more job opportuni-ties for the community.
The project will bring water to more than one thousand households.
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HUNDREDS ATTENDED THE MASS FUNERAL FOR MATATIELE FIRE VICTIMS

Hundreds of mourners attended the mass funeral at Thabachicha village for four people who were burnt to death by veld
fires in Matatiele.
The veld fires ravaged the area living a trail of
destruction, devastation and four people were killed in
the incident.
Meanwhile, more villagers from Thabachicha and other
surrounding villages were admitted to Tayler Bequest
Hospital in Matatiele with severe burn wounds and othe
were treated for smoke inhalation.
Among the four who died were Mathato Ramabitle {68},
Boomo Letele (62), Mpho Nosoang (43) and Molelekeng
Mmuse {81) all from the Thabachicha village.
The Alfred Nzo District and Matatiele Local Municipality
held a mass funeral for the victims.
The MEC for Cooperative Government and Traditional
Affairs in the Eastern Cape, Fikile Xasa accompanied by
the Alfred N zo District Municipality Executive Mayor,
Eunice Diko and Matatiele Local Municipality councillors
visited the affected families and they also handed over
relief material to the affected homes.
Faith based leaders led the emotional mass funeral
which was attended by communities, regional and
provincial government leaders.
Meanwhile, the Department of Human Settlement has
built temporal structures for people who were left
homeless by the veld fires, while other state organs have
assisted the community in different ways.

Above: MEC Fiki/e Xasa, Executive Mayor, Cllr. Eunice Diko and Cllr.
Nomasomi Mshuqwana visiting the affected homes
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MASS IMVUSELELO PRAYER DAY HELD IN MBIZANA
Congregations from across the Alfred Nzo District Municipality, Eastern Cape and the country came in numbers to
the Mphuthumi Mafumbatha Stadium in Mbizana to attend the lmvuselelo mass prayer day.
The popular Jive uMhlobo Wenene FM prayer
radio programme was brought to Mbizana by
Alfred Nzo District Municipality in partnership
with Mbi-zana Local Municipality and
uMhlobo Wenene FM.
District Council of Churches and Local Council
of Churches appreciated the programme
which was organized by government in the
district.

Above: Hundreds of conAbove: Hundreds of congregants during the live
broadcast of lmvuse/e/ogregants during the live broadcast of lmvuse/e/o

The lmvuselelo forms part of various
programmes that are conducted by the
municipalities as part of mobilising all sectors
of society to pray for an end to violence
directed to women, children and elderly in the
region and other related social ills.
The district mass prayer day was intended to
revive morals, societal values, respect,
humility and moral regeneration among other
things.
The district has experienced a series of
gruesome and chilling murders of women and
elderly accused of witchcraft and other related
cases.

Above: Reverend Mzukisi Faleni and Nomonde Vakalisa flanked by Council of
Churches members during the lmvuselelo Prayer Day

Well known Umhlobo Wenene radio
presenters, Reverend Mzukusi Faleni and
Nomonde Vakalisa joined by other priests held
a very moving sermon which was carried Jive
on radio.
The lmvuselelo Prayer session was attended by
political leadershipfrom the Alfred Nzo District
Municipality and its local municipalities,
uMhlobo Wenene FM, Council of churches and
hundreds of congregants who parked the tent
at the stadium despite cold weather conditions
on the day.
The prayer session was preceded by an
engagement session between the municipality
and council of churches which was held at the
Mbizana Youth Centre.

Above: Councillors from across the district during the lmvuselelo in Mbizana
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A/fred Nzo District Municipality delegation led by the Executive Mayor, Cllr. Eunice Diko, Deput y Executive Mayor, Cllr. Sixolile M ehlomakhulu,
Speaker of the Council, Cllr. Sandile Sella ,Chief Whip, Cllr. Noziphiwo Tobo, Mbizana Chief Whip, Cllr. Ayanda Maquthu accompanied by
members of the mayoral
committee and officials visited
the Cit y of Ekurhuleni to sig n a
Memorandum of
Understanding ( MOU} aimed
at building a long lasting
relations on celebrating Oliver
Tambo.
Tambo comes from Nkantolo
Mbizana in the Alfred Nzo
Municipality and he also spent
young and adult life in the City
Ekurhuleni.
The MOU will enable both
municipalities to develop an
integ rated approach in
commemorating the life and
times ofTambo.

Above: Executive Mayors of the City of Ekurhuleni and Alfred Nzo District Municipali-ty signing
the Memorandum of Understanding

ANDM Executive Mayor Cllr
Eunice Diko stated that it was
with g reat pleasure that the
two municipalities will co- join
their programmes in celebrating
the liberation stalwart.
Meanwhile, the Executive
Mayor of City of Ekurhuleni Cllr.
Mondli Gungubele committed
his municipality into the
partnership and also indicated
that more is still to be done to
a befitting celebration for
Tambo.
Deputy Executive Mayor of
Al fred NzoDistrict
Municipality Cllr. Sixoli/e
Mehloma khulu also reiterated
that the partnershi p will also
be extended to other elements
of governance so as to see
monumental changes into the
people of all municipalities.

Above: Executive Mayor Cllr Eunice Diko speaking during the signing of Memorandum of
Understanding with the City of Ekurhuleni.

Meanwhile, Executive Mayor of
Ekurhuleni,Cllr. Gungubele and
Tambo District Munici pality
Executive Mayor, Cllr.
Nomakhosazana Meth signed
a MOU a week later in Mthatha
strong tripartite alliance of
munici palities aimed at
upscaling the celebration of
Tambo'slegac y.

The Mayors of Ekurhuleni, O.R. Tambo, Alfred Nzo and Mbizana visited the City of Lusaka to form part of the Zambian Jubilee celebrations, as
well as to sign a MOU with the cit y where Tambo spent most of his life during the stewardship of the Af rican National Congress liberation
movement.
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BUILDING VIBRANT AND SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES THROUGH RURAL
DEVELOPMENT
The Alfred Nzo District Municipality in partnership with its four local municipalities which are Mbizana,
Ntabankulu, Umzimvubu and Matatiele, working with various state organs and civil society partners hosted a
successful two day rural development summit in Mount Ayliff. The summit was set out to highlight the
socio-economic challenges of the district that hinder rural economic development and also mobilise stakeholders
to partner with government to drive the district economic developmental agenda.
Addressing the gathering the Executive Mayor of the Alfred Nzo District Municipality, Cllr. Eunice Diko called
upon stakeholders to partner with the municipalities to improve the Jiving conditions of the people of the district
and also to develop a comprehensive district framework in line with the broader government vision 2030 as
contained in the National Development Plan (NDP). The summit was conducted under the theme "Building
vibrant, sustainable and equitable rural communities".
Alfred Nzo District Municipality (ANDM), Alfred Nzo Development Agency (ANDA), local municipalities,
Department of Rural Development and Agrarian Reform (DRDAR) and Department of Rural
Development and Land Reform (DRDLR) committed themselves into intensifying food production,
andfurther promote food security programmes to alleviate poverty in the district. Meanwhile the ANDM,
ANDA and local municipalities committed to collaborate with Eastern Cape Rural Development Agency
(ECRDA), Masisizane Fund, GRAIN SA Tsolo Agricultural College and other financial institution in the
implementation of the Grain Production Master Plan and further facilitate the provision of training and
development study groups, access to markets and mentorship for districtfarmers. Furthermore the
ANDM, ANDA and Local Municipalities commit to work with all the relevant signatories to this agreement
and revitalize Umzimvubu Goats and the Mbizana Abattoir. The Department of Economic Development,
Environmental Affairs and Tourism (DEDEAT) committed to develop a sugar cane production and agroprocessing under the Special Economic Zones (SEZ) economic activities, with Department of Forestry
and Fisheries (DAFF), DEDEAT and Department of Water Affairs committing to undertake forestry
development activities that conserve water resources by taking into cognisance the recommendations of
the National Water Conservation Strategy. Small Medium and Micro Enterprises (SMME's) were
high on the agenda of the summit as the key component of the district rural development
strategy and that necessitated that all stakeholders commit to develop the skills capacities
of Co-operatives and the SMMEfils and procure goods and services from them.
One of the economic pillars of the Alfred Nzo District Municipality is tourism and stakeholders like ANDA local
municipalities, DEDEAT and the Eastern Cape Parks and Tourism Agency (ECPTA) committed to
developing a tourism based natural resources, the Beach to Berg Corridor Development Programme,
the Wild Coast Development programme, and Mbizana Tourism Route to also include Ludeke and
Ntenetyana Dam, whilst also developing and package tourism products that promote community and
investor involvement through established community partnership concession agreements.
Renewable Energy was also on centre stage with stakeholders committing to ensuring a radical transformation
of the renewable energy sector, though the development of a sustainable energy mix that will include solar, wind,
bio-fuels and the environment. Department of Education (DoE) committed to work with the broader stakeholders
to establish a fully fledged district Agricultural College and also build effective partnerships with Institutions of
Higher Learning,SETAs and Further Education and Training Colleges (FE70s) to introduce entrepreneurship in the
school curriculum and promote learnerships and internships. The municipalities and entities of the state also
committed themselves into working towards empowering local communities with requisite skills that match
industry needs and promote ongoing learning encounters and workshops to promote ongoing dialogue around
skills and economic development
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LUNDZWANA COMMUNITY VIEW LIVE THE PRESIDENTIAL INAUGURATION
Lundzwana is one of the villages under Ward 17 in Ntabankulu
Local Municipality, like many villages it is faced with many
socio-economic ills like unemployment, access to government services
and information.
In an effort to bring government information and services to the
community the Government Communication & Information System
{GCIS) now known as the Depar tment of Communications in
partnership with the Alfred Nzo District Municipality and Ntabankulu
Above: villagers queuing for government services that
brought a live viewing of the Presidential Inauguration to the
were provided during Presidential Inaugurations
community and this was a start of a series of programmes that are
viewing
planned to be rollout by government to the community.
The live viewing was a response to the call by community structures in the area for government to speed up the
provision of services and information to the community, mainly targeting the youth. On the day different government
departments and agencies brought mobile services to the village to provide much needed services such
as registration for identity documents, birth certificates and social grant.
Meanwhile, other agencies had an information sharing session
mainly focusing on youth opportunities with areas like career
guidance, jobs opportunities and skills development touched during
the information sharing session.

communities during the Presidential Inauguration

Institutions such as lngwe FET College, Department of Rural
Development, Coega Development Corporation, Department of
Labour, Social Development, Small Enterprise Development
Agency, Alfred Nzo Distr ict Municipality, Ntabankulu Local
Municipality and Office of the Premier shared information with
the community and also erected information stalls for one on
one interactions.

OPEN DAY TO POPULAR/Sf GIS
The Alfred Nzo District Municipality has recognized the importance of constantly monitoring and evaluat-ing its
performance with regards to service delivery. The municipality has established a Geographic Information Systems
{GIS) unit that is responsible for capturing, managing, maintaining and disseminating all the geographic
information for the district to state organs and broader
society.
It has become apparent that the benefits of GIS are not fully
exploited due to most people being unware of its capabilities and the
district took an initiative to host a GIS open day with the purpose of
exposing broader community and stakeholders to various
applications of GIS and its benefit. Speaking during the open day,
Deputy ExecutiveMayor of the Alfred Nzo District Municipality Cllr.
Sixolile Mehlomakhulu called upon communities and stakeholders to
I
utilize advantages of the GIS as an information source and also use it
to check progress in the implementation of various socio-economic
---- --------_,
development strategies. During the open day various government
during the GIS open day in Mount Ayliff
'---------------------' departments and private entities gave presentations on the day.
The open day is utilised as a platform to populorise awareness and understanding of GIS as well as increased support
for GIS activities by communities and stakeholders.
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CULTURAL AND TOURISM FESTIVITIES BLEW THE WEATHER BLUES AWAY

Scores of people braved the cold weather to enjoy the
magnificent sounds of cultural music with the likes of Thokozani
Lango, Mbuzeni, Gobolempundulu, Mahlaleshushu, lnkunzi
Magunyana and many more dazzling the revellers.
They were also entertained by Saba Mbixane, /fani, Mrarimbe,
Dumisani Mbebe and many other local artists and personalities
who showcased their talents during the annual Umzimvubu
Tourism and Alfred Nzo Cultural festival recently held at
Emaxesibeni Tourism Art Centre in Mount Ayliff.
The annual tourism and cultural festival is hosted every year
during the heritage and tourism month, it is aimed at profiling
various tourism destinations whilst celebrating the rich cultural
diversity that exists within the district.
The two day celebrations were preceded by a gala dinner
hosted by Umzimvubu Local Municipality in in Mount Frere,
joined by the Alfred Nzo District Municipality and lngquza Hill
Local Municipality where an Memorandum of Understanding
was signed between the three municipalities.
Television personality Menzi Ngubane and Radio personality
Nomonde Vakalisa were among many celebrities who attended
these events.
Addressing the gathering Umzimvubu Local Municipality Mayor
Cllr. Khulukazi Phangwa appreciated progress that has been
made since the start of the celebrations five years ago and she
further invited other stakeholders to join into thesefestivities.
Meanwhile, Alfred Nzo District Municipality, Deputy Executive
Mayor, Cllr Sixolile Mehlomakhulu together with the Mayor of
Umzimvubu signed a Memorandum Of Understanding that will
confirmed the partnership that will abide the two municipalities
to celebrate these events collectively.

ALFRED NZO

MOWA BURIAL AND HERITAGE SITE UNVEILED
Alfred Nzo District M unicipality and Ntabankulu Local Munici palit y un veiled the Mowa Heritage Site as part of
preserving and safeguarding the history of the district.
The unveiling was d one at the site of
the 1976 Mowa landslide incident
that saw fifteen Tshezi famil y
members being kiJJed. The Executive
Mayor of Alfred Nzo District
Municipality said we are here today
to respond to the pleas of the famil y
for a burial and heritage site to be
built in this area in honour of their
Jove ones.
As government we have an
obligation to document and also
preserve some of the incidents that
have taken place in our country and
to day we are here to honour with
dignity our feJJow coun-trymen and
women.As government we reaJJy
thank the Tshezi famil y for their
patience ," said Diko
As the district municipality we have
established a Sport, Arts, Culture,
Recreation, H eritage and Museums
(SACRHM) unit with its primar y
_ mandate being to preserve and
safeguard tangible heritage objects
and sites that faJJ within the district
and beyond.
Speaking during the ceremony
Mayor of Ntabankul u Local
Municipali-ty, CJJr.Vusi Mgoduka
appreciated the support that has
been provided by the district
municipality to the community, the
family and he caJJed upon
government to put a concerted effort
to preserve other historic sites
throughout Ntabankulu.

-=

The 1976 landslide claimed fifteen people and out of the number five bodies were recovered, identified and reburied
and the other ten was never recovered . The district munici pality assisted the famil y with exhumation process of their
Jove ones earl y this year.
Famil y s pokesperson Zamikhaya Gxarhisa who is a famil y member said they are very grateful and appreciating the
work that has been done by government to the famil y members.
Gxarhisa concluded by saying this site wiJJ remain an important s ymbol to the family and the community of the area
and it wiJJ be a uniting factor for the community.
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WOMEN EMPLOYEES CELEBRATED
Alfred Nzo District Municipality women employee were celebrated by the district in a Women in the Workplace
celebrations as part of women's month celebrations.
The women employees gathered in Mount Ayliff at
the Alfred Nzo Conference Centre where well known
motivation speaker Noxolo Speelman and Umhlobo
Wenene FM radio personality Lulu Haarsmans of the
popular show Khanya Gqiyazana shared some insight
on the challenges facing women in the workplace and
broader society.

Above: Alfred Nzo District Women employees during a women in the
workplace

The objectives of the session was to demonstrate to
women employees that their contribution into the
municipal mandate is recognized and appreciated by
the municipality. The session provided a platform for
women to express their views about a number of
challenges that they face in the work environment,
home and in communities in modern society.

SMME's TO STIMULATE ECONOMIC GROWTH
Hundreds of entrepreneurs and SMME's gathered in Mount Ayliff, as the Alfred Nzo District Municipality, Alfred Nzo
Develoe_ment
Matatiele and Mbizana local municipalities and Small Enterprise
Development
seminar which was aimed at sharing
information and empower SMME's in order for them
to stimulate growth and development of Small Micro
Medium Enterprises (SMME's) which are earmarked
to be a source of employment,fight poverty and also
be central in boosting the district economy.
SMME's in the district are under-developed and this
minimises their contribution into the district economy
and also enabling them to create much needed job
opportunities in the district.
The seminar saw stakeholders from across the
country descending to the district, like Department of
Economic Development and Environmental Affairs,
Small Enterprise Development Agency (SEDA), Small
Enterprise Finance Agency (SEFA), National
Empowerment Fund, Franchise Directions,
Department of Small Business Development, Eastern
Cape Development Corporation, NAFCOC, South
African Revenue Services, Anglo-American, ABSA in
an engagement aimed at disseminating information
about funding options for entrepreneur's and also
profile various franchise programmes that have been
put in place by government in partnership with
private partners to support small business
development.
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PREMIER VISITED MATATIELE
The Eastern Cape Premier Phumulo Masualle visited the Matatiele Local Municipality to engage with traditional
leaders,farming community and broader stakeholders in the locality.
The visit was in line with the pronouncements made by the Premier in his maiden State Of the Province Address
(SOPA) where he indicated that provincial and
local government will massively promote active
citizen participation and also improve its
feedback mechanisms to communities and
stakeholders over the next five years.
The Matatiele area is renowned as a farming
area (both subsistence and commercial)
playing a significant role in the economy of the
province.
Farming activities in the area includes small
and large livestock; maize as well as beans,
sorghum and vegetables productions, one of
the major challenges that is faced by the
farming community in the area is stock theft
and stakeholders have called provincial
government to put a clear programme of
action to address the issue.
Speaking to Alfred Nzo District News on the
sideline of the engagements various
stakeholders appreciated the platform that has
been provided by provincial government and
indicated that they are more than willing to
partner with government to address some of
the service delivery challenges in the area.
Addressing stakeholder during the
engagement Premier Masualle further
reiterated that provincial government will be
strengthening its public participation
ap-proaches and we are a government of the
people we need tofind immediate solutions to
community challenges. As government we
have to put system in place to put people at the
forefront of the countries developmental
agenda through ongoing conversations, which
we envisage will strengthen the , social
contract" between government and the people.
Premier Masualie was accompanied by the
MEC for Co-operative Government and
Traditional Affairs in the Eastern Cape, MEC
Fikile Xasa, Mayors, Speakers and Chief Whips
during his engagement with various
stakeholders and he also visited the
construction site for the multi-million rand
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MAYORAL OUTREACH IN MATATIELE
Alfred Nzo District Municipality Executive Mayor, Cllr Eunice Diko accompanied by members of the mayoral
committee, Matatiele Executive Committee Members and officials visited various service deliver y sites across
Matatiele to check progress in various water and sanitation projects that are implemented by the district
municipality in the locality.
The Alfred Nzo District Municipality is currently
implementing multi-million rand water and sanitation
projects across Matatiele. Meanwhile, the delegation
also visited other service delivery sites like the
construction site of the new Matatiele municipal
offices, council chambers and the new Matatiele
prison, multi-million rand Bokamoso Junior Secondar y
School.
The delegation was impressed by the progress made
sofar in various service delivery sites and also they
raised concerns in other areas and called upon officials
to speedily address issues raised.
These outreaches are aimed at bringing government
services and information closer to the people and also
assess progress and challenges relating to service
delivery throughout the district.
During the Outreach the Executive Mayor also
hand-ed over soccer kits to Mabua youth and visited
Sifolweni village wher e she handed over school
uniform to more than forty needy and orphaned pupil.
The delegation also had a stakeholder engagement
session with Matatiele Ratepayers, wherein
ratepayers raised a number of issues that they would
like to see being addressed by government in the area
with billing, valuation and water challenges toping the
list.
The outreach was rounded off with a media
engagement session, where the delegation interacted
with members of the media and also tabled a clear
programme of action to address issues identified and
raised during the outreach.
Mayor Diko said "over the past three days, we have
been warmly welcomed by the Matatiele leadership
and together we are committed to finding solutions to
our service delivery challenges, we ar e very humbled
and appreciate the progr ess that has been made in
some areas.
Diko concluded by saying we will be coming back to
Matatiele with tangible solutions to address
community and ratepayers concerns.
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TOP ACCOLADE FOR ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH PRACTITIONER
Alfred Nzo District Municipality Environmental Health Practitioner, Thusile Ngcongo was nominated as finalist during the World Environmental
Health Awards held in Rustenburg in North West recently and she was awarded a certificate of recognition.
The prestigious environmental awards are named after the late struggle stalwart Alfred Baphethuxolo Nzo who was the first black Health
Inspector in South Africa and professionals in this field are now known as Environmental Health Practitioners.
Thusile Ngcongo couldn't hide her excitement and she expressed her gratitude for being nominated and recognised at a national/eve /. Ngcongo
attributed her success to all her colleagues who go an extra mile to educate and inform communities about the importance of environmental
health.
"What excites me the most is to be recognised on this important day in the world, among my peers more especiall y in my profession" said
Ngcongo.

NEW PHARMACY FOR NTABANKULU
The opening of a new pharmacy in
Ntabankulu has been well received
by communities who previously
had to travel to Mount Aylift
Mount Frere and Kokstad to
access such services.

Above: Executive Mayor Cllr Louis Diremelo
Bojanala District Munici-pality, M.E.C
Dr. M. Masike for Health North West Province,
Ms Aneliswa Cele Director: Environmental Health
National Department of Health , Nzo Family and
Winners of the Alfred Nzo Awards.

"Ntabankulu has never had a
pharmacy before and people have
been asking for this service for a
very long time. It took eventually
we have been able to assist in
uplifting Ntabankulu and ensuring
that people get better health
services without having to go far"
said Pakamile Lugogwana.

Above: ANDM Delegation led by Cllr Virginia
Mdingazwe Portfolio Head for Community
Development Services and Mrs Nomthandazo
Ngxenge at the World Environmental Health
Summit day 2014 in Rustenburg

Speaking at the opening of the
pharmacy Mayor of Ntabankulu
appreciated the opening indicating that as government they are pleased with this facility as it fur ther strengthen gov ernment commitment to
bringing health services closer to the people.
The opening of the pharmacy has created more than ten job opportunities for local people who were previously unemployed.

Above: Member of SAPS appreciating the opening of pharmacy as they
were struggling to use their medical aid
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THROUGH THE LENSES

Above: Executive Mayor, Cllr. Eunice Diko giving school uniform to
pupils at Sifolweni J.S.S in Matatiele with

Senior Manager: /OMS Xolani Masiza live on radio

Above: Officials and community members handing over gifts and
cleaning during Mandela day activities in Mbizana

Above: Youth of Nkantolo Village taking information during
Information day session held in the ar ea
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ALFRED NZO
OISflltiCT MUNICIII'ALITY

VISION
A SELF-SUSTAINABLE MUNICIPALITY THAT
GUARANTEES EFFECTIVE AND EFFICIENT
RURAL DEVELOPMENT

MOTTO

MISSION
CREATING A CONDUCIVE ENVIRONMENT BY IMPROVING
HUMAN CAPABILITIES AND ENHANCING RELEVENT SKILLS,AND
MAXIMIZING THE UTILISATION OF
NATURAL RESOURCES IN ORDER TO
IMPROVE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR ITS COMMUNITIES.

PLACE OF UNITY IN DIVERSITY
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